
On February 9, 2010, most of the school 
districts in our area will present 
Replacement  Ma intenance and 
Operations Levy propositions to voters 
(see the chart on page 5). Levies help fill 
in the gap that is the difference between 
the cost of educating students and the 
funding received from the state and 
federal governments. Originally created 
to a l low d is tr ic ts to pay for 
enhancements to their school programs, 
school levies now contribute more and 
more to the basics, including support 
staff, textbooks, supplies, buses, 
athletics, and special education. If levies 
are approved, the state provides 
additional money each year for the 
districts through levy equalization 
dollars. 
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37th Annual High School Art Show  
an you name the current Chief 
Justice of the United States ï 
without  Googling the answer?  
How about the territory the 

United States bought from France in 
1803?  Do you remember that one?  
Sure, we all memorized those facts 
during 
History and 
Government 
classes at 
one point or 
another; but 
what if your 
ability to live 
in this 
country 
depended on 
your 
knowledge 
of these 
facts?  
Would they 
mean 
something 
more to you 
then?  For 

ESD 123 is proud to present its 37th Annual High School 
Art Show March 8-19, 2010. The show will take place at the 
Byron Gjerde Center at Columbia Basin College in Pasco, 
with the award ceremony on March 17. Please watch for  
more  information to be 
announced this spring. 

Last year at the 36th annual 
show, ESD 123 had 649 art 
submissions from 11 school 
districts, 29 high schools, and 30 
teachers. We look forward to 
another  successfu l  year 
promoting the creation of visual 
art by students throughout 
southeastern Washington. 
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roperty taxes are the primary 
f u n d i n g  s o u r c e  f o r 
Washingtonôs public schools. A 
tax against the value of property 

is called a levy. There are two types of 
property tax levies: the state school levy 
paid by all Washington property owners 
for public schools, and special levies 
approved by voters for a specified 
school district. The property tax levy is 
the revenue a local school district raises 
through real and personal property 
taxes.  State law authorizes school 
districts to levy for additional funding.  

All funds collected from the state 
property tax levy go straight to the 
stateôs general fund, while revenues 
from special levies may only be used for 
that school district.  

P 

Untitled , by C. Shannon, Ceramic 

the Washington Parent Information and 
Resource Center (WA-PIRC) citizenship 
classes, these questions and their correct 
answers hold the key to one of the 
greatest privileges so many of us take for 
granted. 

Erika Alvarez, Parent Educator / Site 
Liaison for the WA -PIRC Program at 
ESD 123 in Pasco, is beginning her 
second year teaching citizenship classes 
in both Pasco and Prosser.  After a needs 
assessment indicated a high response for 
individuals requesting citizenship 
classes, WA-PIRC teamed up with the 
Mid -Columbia Library in Pasco to offer 
the only free citizenship classes in the 
region.  The next eight week session 
begins at the Pasco Library on January 
11, 2010, by which time Alvarez hopes 
that another former student of hers will 
have joined the other 5 who have become 
proud U.S. citizens since last year. 

For Alvarez, however, the hour-and-a-
half classes are more than bilingual study 
sessions meant to memorize answers to a 
test.  She teaches her students that what 
really makes a person a good citizen is 

being good to oneôs society. 

ñIôm not just giving them the answers,ò 
Alvarez said.  ñI want them to understand 
the ówhyô behind the answers.ò 

In order to provide the answers and 
translate the ñwhyò behind these from 
English into Spanish, however, Alvarez 
had to do quite a bit of studying, too. 

ñIn order to teach this class, I really had to 
brush up on my history,ò Alvarez laughed.  
ñThese questions are not easy!ò 

Students in Alvarezôs citizenship class 
utilize a workbook, handouts, videos, and 
other resources provided to them free of 
charge through the WA-PIRC program to 
study for the U.S. Citizenship Exam.  At 
the end of the eight week program, a 
lawyer visits the class (pro-bono) and 
walks students through the citizenship 
interview process, while answering any 
questions they might have. 

Alvarez said that the lawyers, such as 
Jonathan Shaklee from Jakeman & 
Shaklee, PLLC, and Carlos Villarreal from 

Aquileo Garcia proudly 
displays his citizenship plaque 
after attending the Pasco WA -
PIRC citizenship classes.  
Garcia proves that it is never 
too late to become a U.S. 
citizen. 

Seventeen school districts in the ESD 123 region 
will vote on replacement Maintenance and 
Operations levies on February 9, 2010.  

C 
FIVE  NEW  U.S. C ITIZENS  THANKS  TO  THE  WA - PIRC C ITIZENSHIP  CLASSES  

http://www.educationvoters.org/ballot-measures/levies-bonds/


This yearôs conference will be held in 
Yakima, and will address developing a 
system of individual student feedback at 
the district, school, and classroom 
levels.  

If you missed last yearôs conferenceð
Building Academic Vocabularyðyou will 
have another opportunity to attend that 
conference at the Comcast Arena in 
Everett on January 27,  2010.   

Robert J. Marzano, PhD, is cofounder 
and CEO of Marzano Research 
Laboratory in Englewood, Colorado. A 
leading researcher in education, he has 
become a speaker, trainer, and author of 
more than 30 books and 150 articles on 
topics such as instruction, assessment, 
writing and implementing standards, 
cognition, effective leadership, and 
school intervention. His books include 
Designing & Teaching Learning Goals 
& Objectives, District Leadership That 
Works , Designing & Assessing 
Educational Objectives , Making 
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ark your calendars and join 
your colleagues on May 5 
and 6 at the TRAC Center in 
Pasco. Once again, ESD 

presents our Professional Learning 
Conference featuring Dr. Richard and 
Rebecca DuFour.  

The purposes of this conference are to 
create a professional  learn ing 
community; to focus on learning, rather 
than teaching; to work collaboratively; 
and to hold yourself accountable for 
results. 

The deadline to register is April 1, 2010. 
Register your team of four or more and 
receive a 10% discount. For more 
information and to reserve your spot 
today, contact Alison Park or Bob Smart 
in the ESD 123 Teaching & Learning 
Department at (509) 544 -5750 or at 
a p a r k @ e s d 1 2 3 . o r g  o r 
bsmart@esd123.org. 

Dr. Richard P. DuFour was a public 
school educator for 34 years, serving as 
a teacher, principal and superintendent. 
He served as the principal of Adlai E. 
Stevenson High School in Lincolnshire, 
Illinois from 1983 to 1991 and as 
superintendent of the district from 1991 

M  
DUFOUR  CONFERENCE  MAY  5 - 6, 2010  

ake those professional 
development plans today to 
join with your colleagues to 

continue our work with Dr. Robert 
Marzano. Last yearôs conference was 
attended by over 600 regional 
educators, who appreciated having high 
quality professional development in our 
area. 

M  
GETTING  SERIOUS  ABOUT  SCHOOL  REFORM  

Dr. Robert J. Marzano  

Standards Useful in the Classroom , and 
The Art and Science of Teaching. 

His practical translations of the most 
current research and theory into 
classroom strategies are internationally 
known and widely practiced by both 
teachers and administrators. He 
received a bachelorôs degree from Iona 
College in New York, a masterôs degree 
from Seattle University, and a doctorate 
from the University of Washington.  

to 2002. During his tenure, Stevenson 
became what the US Department of 
Education has described as ñthe most 
recognized and celebrated school in 
America.ò It is one of three schools in the 
nation to win the USDE Blue Ribbon 
award on four occasions, and one of the 
first comprehensive schools the USDE 
designated as a New America High 
School, a model of successful school 
reform. Stevenson repeatedly has been 
cited in the popular press as one of 
Americaôs best schools and referenced in 
professional literature as an exemplar of 
best practices in education. 

Rebecca B. DuFour has served as a 
teacher, school administrator and 
central office coordinator. As a former 
elementary principal, she helped her 
school earn state and national 
recognition as a model professional 
learning community. She was the lead 
consultant and is the featured principal 
in the 2003 Video Journal of Education 
program, ñElementary Principals as 
Leaders of Learningò, and is one of the 
featured principals in the 2001 
production ñLeadership in an Age of 
Standards and High Stakes.ò 

Rebecca DuFour 

Dr. Richard DuFour  

Build Background Knowledge 
and Academic Vocabulary  
January 27, 8:00a.m.ð3:30p.m.  
Everett Convention Center, Everett 
 
Develop a System of Individual 
Student Feedback at the District, 
School and Classroom Levels  
May 18-19, 8:00a.m.ð3:30p.m.  
Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound 
AND 
May 20-21, 8:00a.m.ð3:30p.m.  
Yakima Convention Center, Yakima Current information as of December 18, 2009. Please contact your district with questions about specific levies.  

School District Type # years Year Rate/$1,000 Levy Amount 
Asotin-Anatone  Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $3.90 $1,210,000 
      2012 $3.90 $1,260,000 
Clarkston Replacement M&O Levy 4 2011 $3.30 $3,745,358 
      2012 $3.36 $4,080,397 
      2013 $3.42 $4,443,990 
      2014 $3.48 $4,838,492 
College Place Replacement M&O Levy 4 2011 $2.57 $2,380,000 
      2012 $2.74 $2,580,000 
      2013 $2.89 $2,780,000 
      2014 $3.04 $2,980,000 
Dayton Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $2.25 $1,097,596 
      2012 $2.25 $1,097,596 
  Capital Project Levy 1 2011 $0.19 $92,685 
Dixie Replacement M&O Levy 2 2010 $3.82 $222,176 
      2011 $3.82 $222,176 
Finley Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $3.76 $1,400,000 
      2012 $3.78 $1,450,000 
Kahlotus Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $4.02 $150,000 
      2012 $4.02 $150,000 
Kennewick Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $3.24 $19,300,000 
      2012 $3.34 $20,600,000 
Kiona-Benton City Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $4.64 $2,146,205 
      2012 $4.64 $2,274,977 
North Franklin Replacement M&O Levy 2 2010 $2.56 $1,700,000 
      2011 $2.56 $1,750,000 
Othello Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $2.62 $2,350,000 
      2012 $2.62 $2,400,000 
Pasco Replacement Levy 2 2011 $4.55 $18,450,000  
      2012 $4.55  $19,000,000 
  
Prescott Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $2.60 $585,000 
      2012 $2.60 $585,000 
Prosser Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $3.27 $3,368,291 
      2012 $3.27 $3,469,339 
Richland Replacement M&O Levy   2011 $2.95 $17,318,000 

      2012 $2.95 $17,346,000 
Touchet Replacement M&O Levy 2 or 3 2011 $3.05 $676,546 
     2012 $3.12 $684,355 
      2013 $3.15 $684,355 
Waitsburg Replacement M&O Levy 2 2011 $3.65 $410,000 
      2012 $3.75 $422,000 

Below is a list of area school districts planning to present levy propositions to voters on February 9, 

2010.  Additional bond issues may be added to the ballots later on.  Please contact your district for 

current information and details. Community awareness of levies is vital to supporting our school 

districts and providing funding for the education services that many people take for granted.  


